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we prefer to trust the party that has shown
itself the time-honored friend of the bondholder
and of the syndicates of the country; we will
not swap horses while crossing the stream.''

These remarks of General "Weaver led to
angry retorts from Democratic members, in
which the charge made during the recent cam-
paign that he used his influence in favor of the
Republican party was repeated. Congressman
Bland declared that he might deny it, but he
knew "what is matter of public history, and
that men high in the caucus of his own party
charged him with this conduct in the canvass
. . . . his whole campaign .... cor-
responds with his speech here in the interest of
the party that has conducted this Government
and passed the laws he has complained of and
fixed them upon the people of this country, and
against the party that all this time has opposed
that policy."

At this point Congressman "William Sparks
of Illinois interjected a remark to the effect
that Weaver was then a Eepublican and sup-
ported those policies. Weaver understood him
to refer to the recent campaign and retorted:
"The gentleman is crazy". To which Sparks
replied: "The gentleman states a falsehood".
Weaver rose to a question of privilege, but
Bland claimed he had the floor, and continued
his attack upon Weaver, whom he described as